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WASHINGTON (UPI) -~ PRESIDENT NIXON CONFFRRED FOR AN HOUR WITH
SECRETARY OF STATE HENRY A, KISSINGFP SUNDAY, APPAPENTLY DISCUSSING A
REPORTED DECISION TO RESUPPLY TSRAEL WITH SOMT OF THE JET FIGHTERS
AND TANKS IT LOST DURING THE PAST WEEK OF FIGHTING IN THE MIDDLE
FAST. | -

VHITE HOUSE CHIEF OF STAFF ALFXANDER M. HATG, VHO ALSO MET VITH
NIXON, REFUSED TO COMMENT ON REPORTS FROM GOVERNMENT SOURCES THAT THE
DECISION WAS ADE FRIDAY TO RFPLACE AT LEAST SCMF OF THE ISRAFL I
TANKS AND PLANES -- PRIMARILY F4 PHANTON FIGHTER-BOMSERS. BUT HF
ADDED:

"WE'RE GOING TO MAINTAIN THE BALANCE AND CONTINUE WITH ONGOTING
SHIPMENTS, WE*RE INTENSIVELY DISCUSSING THE SPFCIAL RFOUIREMENTS
WHICH CAME OUT OF THE SITUATION."

THE DECISION CAME TO LIGHT SATURDAY AFTFR STATF DEPARTMENT
OFFICIALS REVISFD THEIR ASSESSMENT OF SOVIET ARMS SHIPMENTS TO THE
ARAB NATIONS FROM MOPERATE TO "FATRLY SUBSTANITAL." SOURCFS ESTIYATED
THE SOVIET SHIPYENT AT 207,0¢A TONS OVER THE PAST WEEK.

NEITHER THE STATE DFPARTYENT NOR THE PENTAGON WOULD CONFIRM THE
REPORT, THE WHITE HOUSE SAID ONLY TMAT XISSINGRR HAD MET WITH NIXON
IN THE WHITE HOUSE AFTER THE PRESIDENT RETUPKED FROM AN OVERNIGHT
STAY AT CAMP DAVID, MD. KISSTMGER THEN RETUPKFD TO NIS OVN OFFICE TO
CONTINUF WORKING ON U,S, DIPLOATIC EFFORTS IN THE MIDPLF FAST,
ACCORDING TO THE STATF DFPARTNENT,

SEN, ROBERT GRIFFIN, R-MICH, SAID SUNDAY "THFRE ISN'T ANY QUFSTION
HAT VE WILL BE SUPPLYING TSRAEL WITH PLANES AND EQUIPMFNT,"
INTERVIEWED ON ABC'S ISSUES AMD ANSWFRS, HE SAID HE HAD TALKED TO
KISSINGER FARLIER IN THE DAY, .

THE WASHINGTON POST REPORTED SUNPAY THAT KISSINGER TOLD ISRAELI
FOREIGN MINISTER ABBA EBAN IN A AP-NMINUTE MEFTING SATHRDAY THE URITFD
STATES WOULD SEEK A MIDDLE FAST CFASF-FIRE "IN ®LACF." BUT THFRF WFRE
NO OTHFR INDICATIONS THAT THE UNITED STATES HAD ABANDONED ITS FARLIER
PREFERENCE FOR A RETURN TO THE 1957 CFASE-FIRE LINFQ,

STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIALS HAVE S&ID THERF WAS "NO BASIS® TO
REPORTS THAT SAUDIA ARABIA"S KING FAISAL SENT A MESSAGE TO RIXON
THREATENING TO CUT OFF OIL SHIPMENTS IF THE UNITED STATES GONTINUES
TO SEND ARMS TO ISRAEL,. THEY ALSO REFUSED TO DISCUSS RFPORTS OF U.S.
RECONNASISSANCE FLIGHTS OVER FGYPT. . -

GOVERNMENT SOURCES COULD MOT CONFIRY REPORTS THAT THE STRPPED-1IP

- SHIPMENTS TO ISRAKL ALREADY HAD STARTED NOR WAS THERE ANY INDICATION
HOW MANY TANKS AND PLANES WOULD BF SENT.
BUT INFORMED DIPLOMATIC SOURCES SAID THEY UNDFRSTOOD THAT IF THE
- SOVIET SUPPLY TO THE ARABS CONTINUED, THE FIRST AMERICAN RFPLACEMFNTS
TO ISRAFL WOULD CONSIST OF SOME 46 F4 PHANTOM JETS WHICH THE AIR
FORCE CAN SPARE IN EUROPE. -

THE NEW PLANS FOR U.S, ARMS NFLIVFRIFS GO FOR BEYOND THE LIMITED
AMOUNTS OF BOMBS AND ROCKFTS THAT ISRAEL TRANSPORT PLANES HAVE RFEN.
PICKING UP IN THE UNITED STATFS IN RECENT DAYS, SOURCES SAID.

THEY SAID ISRAEL LOST AROUT {@@ FIGHTFRS IN THF FIRST WEFX OF
RENEWED FIGHTING WITH THE ARABS, MORE THAN ONE-FOURTH THEIR TOTAL
STRIKE FORCE. OFFICIALS ESTIMATED ISRAFL ALSO LOST AS MANY AS 650
TANKS OR MORE THAN ONF-THIRD OF THAT FORCE.
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